Highland park site is where it all started

by Ethan P. Jackman, Lloyd Town Historian © 2008 by Ethan P. Jackman

A photo of the park site c. 1900, when warehouses stood there. Note trolley car in lower right.

The Town of Lloyd closed title to its new riverfront park on April 11, 2008. The closing
was followed by a ceremony and reception at the Town Hall, and later in the day, men with
kayaks made the first official recreational use of the park. Most town residamsber the oll
storage tanks that occupied the site until a few years ago, but a visitor to this sparG@ge
would have seen a very different picture.

Near the kayak launching area, the first ferry service to Poughkeepsie begangperat
1777, and the future park land was the location of the first commercial district in the Town of
Lloyd. Long before Riverstar, Inc. used the place as a fuel oil depot, wharves and warehouses
occupied the park site.

In 1754, Anthony Yelverton, the son of a Poughkeepsie magistrate of the same name,
brought equipment for a sawmill across the Hudson and settled nearby. In addition to his
sawmill, Yelverton built a brickyard, and conducted a store in the lower level of his house.
Today, this house is the oldest wood-frame building still standing in Ulster Countyrtgalve
also started the first ferry service, with slaves who rowed his boat acroseth&loah Elting
later built another pier at the landing and also operated a slave-powered ferry. Arroinser
1795 described the ferryboat as “a large raft-like boat with a sail and largpss(ears) for



sculling (rowing).” It could carry a few wagons and passengers. Some laies ferrthe Hudson

were powered by horses on treadmills, until steam power took over in the 1820's. During most of
the 19th century, steamboats carried freight and passengers from the riverfotd piew York

City.

The settlement on the west shore of the Hudson River was first called Yelverton’s
Landing, then Noah Elting’s Landing, then Baker’s Landing (after Valentine Baker, wiao ra
store and hotel there), then New Paltz Landing, and finally Highland Landing. A New Palt
Landing post office was established in 1821. The area that is now the Town of LIoyd was
originally part of the Town of New Paltz, and hence the name New Paltz Landing. itleates
of the eastern part of the town petitioned the state legislature to secede froRale and the
Town of Lloyd was formed in 1845.

On the present park site in the 1870's there were large wooden warehouses owned by
VanVliet & Smith, the LeFevers, and other merchants. On the westerly side oktteastoss
from the warehouses, several merchants conducted stores, and there were a femth@uses a
saloon. To the north of where the Twaalfskill Creek enters the Hudson River, the Knickerbocke
Ice Company had five large icehouses. Looking south from the park, the merchants J,J. Ferris
and LeFever & Bodine, had warehouses. Further south along the shore, Hasbrouck & Deyo, later
R. Hasbrouck Co., had a large lumber and coal yard, and a pier for ferries and river seeamboat
There were also some factories in the area, notably William Davis’ HighlmnmtFy, where a
patented plow was manufactured.

In the 1880's, the West Shore Railway was constructed, with a passenger station at
Highland Landing that still stands in 2008 and is now an apartment building. The railroad took a
100-foot wide right of way that eliminated all of the buildings on the west side of &a¢ str
across from the present park. In 1882, a fire destroyed the Knickerbocker properties aid sever
adjacent buildings. Another fire in 1888 destroyed the steamboat landing and some of the
warehouses. Some businesses rebuilt, but several merchants relocated up the Hiltitantpe
village of Highland.

Historian Warren Sherwood wrote in the 1940's that all of the old warehouses had burned
or had been dismantled, and “gasoline drums (tanks) now line the shore.” He was refeéhing t
gasoline terminal that Charles M. Clay, Jr. built on the present park site in the 18&80's. C
owned several gasoline filling stations. By purchasing barge loads of gasolineramgltsie fuel
in large tanks, he was able to keep his costs low. Clay also had oil shipped to the tenchimal, a
built a canning plant on the park site to can motor oil, which he also sold in his stations.

Clay’s successors, including Star Terminal Corporation and Riverstar, Inc., cdrttinue
operate the riverfront depot until 1999. In its last years of operation, fuel oil was thpairinc
product that was handled, and most of the tanks at the pier were empty. The terminalsoperator
would buy a barge load of fuel oil at the market in New York City, and have the barge towed up

-2-



the river to Highland where the oil was pumped into the storage tanks. They would then sell
truckloads of oil to fuel oil dealers. However, when dealers began replacing thibar siha

trucks with new models that had larger tanks, it became increasingly diféctittef trucks to
maneuver the steep and winding road to the river in the winter, and the oil terminal’'ssusines
declined.

The once-bustling community of Highland Landing, which boasted a post office, ferry
landing, railroad station, trolley line, wharves, stores, industries, and more than 260ts23s
history now, and the new park occupies the former commercial site. Tourism andoea@eat
predicted to be Ulster County’s biggest businesses in the 21st century, and the Towd of Lloy
will soon have better facilities than ever to participate in the expectectioosd boom.



